UONIZETTT AND HOME SWCET HOME" b

THE APPEARANCE cf the mefody of Home Sweet Home' duting

the 4inal scene of Anna £n Donczettd's ANNA BOLENA hias brought
brought much comment cver the yeans, and nude remarks have
been made about it by the pedants {rom the monolithic Brahms
dowawands; but no one seems to have given any consideration
to the problem of how Danizettd, who never visited England,
became acquainted with the melody which he found s0 approp-
ate to the situation.

Adten a deal of reseanch 1 think the missing Link in the
problem i& Giuditta PASTA, for whom the opera was wiitten,
and in whose villa the composer L& reputed to have worked on
the scone.

PASTA, as a vocal debutante, visited England in 1816/7 %o
sing at the King's Theatne, the Musical Directorn 04 which at
that time was Hemryllaten Sin Hewry) Bishop. She came again
fo London 4in 1824, singing 4in Tanchedd, 0iteflo, Romeo* and
Seminamide, and though Bishop was no Longer 4in charge o4
adfairs it {8 neasonable to suppose that they met again.

In the meantime Bishop proceeded with greatl energy io opera
agten opera, culminating in 'Clani, The Maid of Milan which
opened at Covent Garnden on May §, 1823. The &ibretlo jor
this was wiitten by Howand Payne, an American then Living in
Panis. The words of Home Sweet Home ane therefone his:
though it is said that he paraphrased othens wiitten by one
T.H. Bayly fon a 'previous work' by Bishop.

The melody has an interesting history, 4on as Bishop recoun-
ted, he had many years earfien been commissioned Zo compile
an album 0§ Folk Songs from various countries, and belng un-
able 2o §ind one to represent Sicily, composed this one. and
entitled it "Sicildan Adn, 1t may have been in Lhis form
that Bayly wrofe wornds for AL,

At any rate Payne's vensdion of the wornds, and Bishops music
made "CLari' an enormous success. Pasta, in 1§24, could
handly 4ail to have been aware of this; there was , in any
case, another occasion when she undoubledfy met up with
Bishop 4in penformances Ln Dublin in 1827. Sc it 46 a heason-
able assumption that she knew the by now famous mefody.
DONIZETTI working 4in her VilLa 4n Noveaber 1830 on Lhe scone
¢{ " ANNA BOLENAY and seehing an appropiate piece ¢ 'Tngddsh
nusic 1o Lnclude &n the scena, wmight welf have redernred o
hea as knowledgeabfe about the country, and she would nave
suggested "Home Sweel tiome' as the ddead choice. A reasonable

cm%mﬂmelqmidjhmm and very pleasant for us ifo contenp-

plate, as Dondzelttd wrofe 40 many operas on Englash{and Scoii-
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h) subfects of the Lands he had never seen,

g

1t is always a delight Lo hear ithe melLody as Donizetidl
transernibed it fon the scene, and a pdty that we no Longer
hear it on the concent platform in this version with the
Patii cadenza at the end. (C) R.Keys.
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| Theatre Royal, Covent-Garden.
"This presedt FRIDAY, Dec.9, 1825,

Veill e bl s s of
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The Duke Vivuldi, Mr. POWER,
Relame, & Farmer,  Father ngJ Mr. FAWCETT
Jocoso, Valet to the Duke, Mr. DURUSET, Master LONGHURS1
Nioolo, MrJ_ ISAACS, Gemwnio, Mr. KEELEY, Ximpedo, Mr MEADOWS
Giulio, Mr. TINNEY, Clandio, Mr. HENHY

- Clari. Mis PATON,
| Fidalma, MraVINING, Vepina Miss LOVE, 'Kinetta, Mus HELME
Lhwrartoy. in the EFISONVE,
Nobleman, Mr. BAKER, Pelegrine, « Farmer, Mr. CHAPMAN,
Wife of Pelogrine, Mrs. DALY, = Lends, M HENRY.
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' ____ will bu repented on Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday next.
Teamr-ow, will lee prodused o ‘.\Iw PLAY, i fics scte, called

T"HE THREE STRANGERXL

l
I
: The tharmcters by MHe, Warde, Mr. Egerioa, Mr. U. Kombds, Mr. . Mr. Bartley,
! M. Slanshard, Mr. Evems, Wr Clapman, Mr. Clarssmnsd, Mr.

Mrs. Chattariey, M Glover, Biss J. Scon, Mliss Graraar
Tou which will bs sdded, The ECAPE GOAT.
After which (= tnsr) the revived Ballet, called The DESERTER of NAPLES.
Simpkin, Mews. MAZURIER,
i { Brong the fant h-ﬁr“fﬁzﬁiw—uin Londea)
: Mawes, MeaVINING,  Shionsd, Mome VANAFEA, Lowsa Misa ). 3O0TT, Jowey MissROMER.
! {thln‘-", s Bavouris PLAY. .
; To whish wil] be ndded the Comick Exvtraragwasa, in twe wcts, called
GIOVANNI IN LONDON.
Doa (Hovamai, - - MADAME VESTRIS
O Twraday, the Opers of The HARRIAGE of FIGARD.
Ut dbamavyen, B MINEX,  Figwes, Mr. DURUSET,  Astemia, Mr. FAWCETT,
The Foge, My CHATTERLET,  Borbucios, Mis LOYE,
Coselesn Almiriva, Mo FATON, _ Sememm, MADAMNE YEETRM.
Awd  (bth time) She sew Oparstick Piscs of TWAS L
Te winch il bs sdded, JOCKO. The BRAEILIAN MONKEY.
Nigit but On "*T::.ptmm“' Londen
¢ Being the Fant Night e i o .J
G Therrday, 15: Lamrannly o = &:ﬂmﬁl‘%ﬁm
Wit the Mabelirame ot ALADDIN—In which Mons. MALURIER will perform.

Hteing the Last XNight of Ais W
Trir phsics sl bw mivem of the sex sepresssntion of thes New o LOYER YISTORE-




